According to the March of
Dimes, 25,000 babies are
born with cengenital heart
defects, making this by far the
number one birth defect in this
country today. '
In some cases the defect is
so minor that there are no out-
ward symptoms. Some are heart
murmurs that will resolve on
their own, [n other cases it is so
severe that the newbormn will not

By Doncld V. Victerson,
Clu

survive. Sometimes symptoms
will only occur later in child-
hood. In some cases muliiple
surgeries will become necessary,
as well as a lifetime of medication. In a few cases the only hope
lies in a heart transplant.

What is the cause of Congenital Heart Disease?

The vast majority of congenital heart defects have no
known cause. In some cases genetics may contribute, likewise
if the mother was ill during pregnancy and was required to take
anti-seizure or other medications there may be a link. Most
often however there is no identifiable link as to why the con-
genital heart defect occurred.
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After becoming even slightly familiar with some of these
many congenital heart defects you have to wonder how any of
us managed to survive the trauma of birth.

In ovder to evaluate the insurability of a Child or an Adult
with a History of a Congeniial Heavt Defect it is essential
that you ask the following important questions:

Does the Client Currently Smoke?

Smoking is considered to be a major risk facter for every
kind of cardiac disease. It has a dramatic impact on life
expectancy. While it is best to never have smoked, even those
who did smoke, and who have quit smoking enjoy a much bet-
ter survival rate than those who continue to smoke.

When Was the Congenital Heart Defect Diagnosed, and
Has Any Surgery Been Performed or Recommended?

In the event that the Congenital Hearl Defect was sertous
enough to require surgical repair, or multiple surgeries you may
have encountered an extremely difficult case where insurance if
it is available at all, may only be available on a significantly sub-
standard basis.

What Current Medications is the Client Taking?
Be sure to detail ALL prescription medications being taken,
why prescribed, and dosages.

continued on page 34

THE BuLLerin | March 2008 | 33




UNDERWRITING

Has the Client Any Other Cardiac or
Non Cardiac Health Problems?

Mortality is severely and negatively
impacted where there is also a history of
Rheumatic Fever, Arrhythmia, Heart
Enlargement, High Blood Pressure,
Angina, or Decreased Heart function.
Likewise, a history of Kidney Disease, or
Diabetes for example will adversely
impact the likelihood of receiving a
favorable underwriting offer.

Underwriting Prognosis

Congenital Heart Defects can in
many cases be issued Standard, provid-
ing that they have beetr properly diag-
nosed and the person has either out-
grown the condition, or has had success-
ful surgery.

Unlortunately, in many cases the
Congenital Heart Defect is more serious,
In far too
many cases, the child or adult may face a

or may be life-threatening.

Yfetime of medical care and repeated sur-
gical intervention. These cases will be
extremely difficult to underwrite and
insurance may not be readily available,
or if it is available it will be available only
at significantly sub-standard rates.

You can be extremety helpful to your
client with any kind ol Congenital Heart
Defect by encouraging them to see a
competent cardiologist for a complete
workup, including Echocardiogram

BEFORE applying for life insurance. <

Term Insurance That
Will Beat the Competition!
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Easy and Profital to Sel.

When your client wants to buy
Term insurance:

1. Ask “How much would you like
to buy?”

2. Then go to www.victorson.com

3. Download a spreadsheet showing
the most competitive plans avaiiable.

It doesn’t matter whether your client
wants 10, 20, 30 Year Term, Term to
Age 100, or even if he or she is
Sub-Standard. We will help you beat
the competition every time!

Please check us out at: www.victorson.com
We are the Term Insurance Specialists!

!
Let's talk ahout what we can do for you!
Call us at {631) 265-7456 or toli free at (877) 472-7456 + e-mail: vainc@victorson.com
The Professionals’ Source ® Underwriting Experts Since 1961
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321 Middie Country Road - _
“Smithtown, NY 11787 "
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321 Middle Country Road

P.0. Box 863
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631-265-7456 « Fax: 631-265-7054
www.victorson.com
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