UNDERWRITING .

enereal  Disease com-

only referred ro today
as  Sexually  Transmitred
Disease (STD) is a catch
all term for infections
acquired mainty = through
_ sexual contact. _
_ Five diseases were tradi-
“tionally known as venereal dis-
eases; Gonorrhea, Syphillis,
Granuloma Inguinale, Lymph-
ogranuloma Venereum, and By Donald V. Victorson,
‘Chancroid. - ClU

More recently many other
diseases were recognized as
being sexually transmitted including: AIDS, Genital
Herpes, Chlamydia, Human Papillomavirus, Giardiasis,
. Amebiasis; Scabies, Pubic Crab Lice, Hepatitis A,B, and C,
Streptococcus, and Trichomoniasis.

Sexually transmitted diseases are generally more seri-
ous in women as diagnosis is more difficult. Untreated any
of these can lead to infertility, miscarriage, premature
birth, and even infection of the infant. In recent years 10

- to 12 million new cases of STD were being reported in the
United States each year.

Gonorrhea is a curable sexually transmitted disease

caused by bacteria called Neisseria gonorrhoeae. These

bacteria can infecr the genital tract, mouth, and recturn of

- both men and women. In women, the opening to the
uterus, the cervix, is the first place of infection. The dis-

. ease can spread into the uterus arned faHopian tubes, result-
ing in: pelvic inflammatory disease (PID). PID affects more
than 1 million women in this country every year and can
cause tubal (ectopic) pregnancy and infertility in as many
as 10 percent of infected women. Fortunately, today gon-
orrthea is readily treated with antibiotics.

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease, once Tesponsi-
ble for devastating epidemics. It is caused by a bacteria
called Treponema pallidum. The rate of primary and sec-
ondary syphilis in the United States declined by 89.2 per-
centt from 1990 to 2000. The number of cases rose, how-

ever, from 5,979 in 2000 to 6,103 in 20017 The U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported in
November 2002 that this was the first increase since 1990,

Of increasing concern is the fact that syphilis increas-
es by 3- to 5-fold the risk of transmitting and acquiring
Hiv thuman immunedeficiency virus), the virus that caus-
es AIDS (acquired immunodeficiency syndrome).

Granuloma Inguinale, common in tropical areas is
caused by a bacteria. Lesions appear as painless, red, open
sores in the genital and pelvic regions. If untreated the
condition becomes chronic and can Iead to death from
anemia and general disability. Antibiotics are highly effec-
tive in eliminating the infection.

Lymphogranuloma venereum, also common in tropical
regions is again caused by a bacteria. Antibiotics are effec-
tive in treatment.

Chancroid is an acute localized infection caused by a bac-
teria. Antibiotics are effective, but increasingly resistant
strains are becoming a problem.

To properly evaluate a client’s insurability you must
ask the following important questions:

* Have you ever been told that you had a Sexually
Transmitted Disease?

If Yes: What was the STD?
When was it first diagnosed?
How was it treated?
Is treatment finished or ongoing?

* What Medications are currently being taken and
What Symptoms of the SDT are you still
exhibiting?

An accurate, detailed listing of medications and
dosages will be invaluable to the underwriter trying to
help you obtain coverage.

* Do you currently smoke, and Does or Have you
Ever Abused Alcohol?
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¢ Have you ever been convicted,
or has a license suspended as a
result of a DWI or DUI?

* 1Is there any indication of past
or present illegal drug usage?
Lifestyle unfortunately is a very
strong predictor of increased mor-
tality in cases ol Sexually
Transmitted Disease,

Underwriting Prognosis

Cases involving Sexually Trans-
mitted Diseases are generally insurable
on some basis, frequently at standard
rates, although where the disease is
still being treated and is not yet under
control, temporary postponement is
highly likely.

In most cases a history of SDI will
not affect insurability. The damage
done by the disease belore it was prop-
erly diagnosed and brought under
control becomes the problem, and in
some cases can result in severe ra[ings
and an occasional rejection. < -

Underwriter. S
Defined as someone srttmg inan. -
ivory tower 900 miles from’ here, ;
tmmed to say “NO".

3 Your;ob E ey

. To convince that underwnter, w;th !

- truthful informatron, presented in 1
as favorable a light as possible that

dtis des:rable even poss:ble to say

- “YES”, - :

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Is Your Financial Plan BROKEN?

Life Insurance. Disability Income. Long Term Cae.
If You Don't Have All Three You Can Wind Up Broke!

LIFE INSURANCE - essential to pendent upon charity, friends, family, or
protect your loved ones in case you heaven forbid Welfare,
die too soon. SAVINGS FOR RETIREMENT - Without ade-

DISABILITY INCOME - absolutely neces- quate Life Insurance, should you die too
sary in case unfortunately you don't die, soon your family is going to suffer and do
but instead your Income dies and you without. Without both Disability Income
experience the living death. and Long Term Care insurance, if unfortu-
LONG TERM CARE - critical should you be-  nately you need the benefits, who do you
come seriously ill, need Long Term Care,  think is going to suffer?

and prefer not to wind up becoming de-

Check us out at: www.victorson.com
Guarantee a comfortable retirement for your clients now!

Let's talk ahout what we can do for youl
Cali us at (631) 265-74586 or tolt free at (877) 472-7456 « e-mail: vainc@victorson.com
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