Guillian-Barre Syndrome

What is Guillian-Barre
Syndrome?

Guillian-Barre syndrome is
an extremely rare disorder in
which the body’s immune sys-
tem attacks the peripheral
nervous system. It is called a
syndrome, not a disease
because it is not believed to be
caused by a specific disease

causing agent. Incidence is 1-2 o
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per 100,000 of population, LU

occurring most frequently in ,
young adults and in older persons between the ages of 30
and 50.

Guillian-Barre syndrome can be devastating because of
its sudden unexpected onset. In most cases the greatest
weakness is experienced within the first two weeks after
symptoms appear. By the third week, 90% of patients are
at their weakest. Recovery may be experienced within a
few weeks, or may take years. 30% will still experience
residual weakness years later. A few may suffer a relapse
of muscle weakness and tingling sensations many years
after the initial attack.

In some cases symptoms progress very rapidly with
complete paralysis of legs, arms, and breathing muscles
over the course of just a few hours:

What causes Guillian-Barre Syndrome?

Frequently the exact cause is unknown, but sometimes
it is triggered by a respiratory infection, surgery, or immu-
nization. It is evidently an auto-immune disorder wherein
the body’s immune system attacks the myelin sheath, the
layer of insulation surrounding the nerve fibers. When the
myelin is damaged the nerves cannot transmit the impuls-
es properly. At present Guillian-Barre syndrome cannot be
prevented.

Guillian-Barre Syndrome may also be triggered by:
» Hodgkin’s disease

* Mononucleasis
e HIV virus

What are the Symptoms of Guillian-Barre Syndrome?

In the early stages; weakness in the hands and feet,
arms, and legs, abdomen, and chest. The weakness spreads
rapidly.

As it progresses many of the following may be experienced:
* Muscle pain is quite common.

Difficulty walking is common, especially in children.

Life-threatening Respiratory Paralysis in 30% of cases.

In 50% of cases, extreme changes in Blood Pressure,
Cardiac Arrhythmia, as well as Bowel and Bladder paral-
ysis, also facial nerve paralysis.

How is Guillian-Barre Syndrome diagnosed?

Guillian-Barre syndrome can be difficult to diagnose,
its symptoms are similar to those of other neurological dis-
orders. The onset of symptoms is usually very rapid, and
muscle weakness is usually experienced on both sides of
the body, not on one side of the body as in a stroke.

A spinal tap and nerve function tests are commonly
used to confirm the diagnosis.

How is Guillian-Barre Syndrome treated?
There is no known cure for Guillian-Barre syndrome.
There are however two treatments that appear to speed
recovery and minimize the severity of the disorder.

These are:

* Plasmapheresis — a type of blood cleansing to remove
damaged anti-bodies from the blood.

« Intravenous Immunoglobin — high doses of healthy
antibodies from healthy donors can help block the dam-
aging antibodies that may be contributing to the condi-
tion.

What are the complications of Guillian-Barre
Syndrome?

Approximately 80% of those with Guillian-Barre syn-
drome experience a complete recovery, although some of
these continue to have residual weakness and abnormal
numbness or tingling. Five to Ten percent experience more
serious permanent problems, and in a few cases severe dis-
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

ability. Approximately ten percent
will experience a relapse.

Possible complications include:

o Paralysis and/or permanent weak-
ness.

e Paralysis of eyelid muscles and
consequent eye damage.

» Thrombophlebitis and/ or Pneumonia.

* Respiratory failure.

40 to 50% make a complete
recovery, however 40 to 50% are left
with some residual disability as a
result of Guillian-Barre syndrome.

Underwriting Prognosis

Where it can be established, fol-
lowing a reasonable recovery period
that there has been a complete recov-
ery with no residual effects it should
be possible to obtain insurance on a
Standard basis.

Where following recovery, the

client is still experiencing residual
~ weakness and/or other symptoms a
rating may be necessary.

In cases involving severe disabili-
ty the client is almost always found to
be uninsurable.

REMINDER: Uninsurable clients may

qualify for Guaranteed Issue Life
Insurance. They may also qualify for
Group Life Insurance. <

Victorson Associates
specializes in underwriting
Sub-Standard
difficult cases.

Is Your Financial Plan BROKEN?

Life Insurane. Disahility Income. Long Term Care.
If You Don't Have All Three You Can Wind Up Broke!

LIFE INSURANCE - essential to

protect your loved ones in case you

die too soon.

DISABILITY INCOME - absolutely neces-
sary in case unfortunately you don't die,
but instead your Income dies and you
experience the living death.

LONG TERM CARE - critical should you be-
come seriously ill, need Long Term Care,
and prefer not to wind up becoming de-

pendent upon charity, friends, family, or
heaven forbid Welfare.

SAVINGS FOR RETIREMENT - Without ade-
quate Life Insurance, should you die too
soon your family is going to suffer and do
without. Without both Disability Income
and Long Term Care insurance, if unfortu-
nately you need the benefits, who do you
think is going to suffer?

Check us out at: www.victorson.com
Guarantee a comfortable retirement for your clients now!
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Let's talk about what we can do for you!
Call us at (631) 265-7456 or toll free at (877) 472-7456 * e-mail: vainc@victorson.com
The Professionals’ Source ® Underwriting Experts Since 1961

VICTORSON
I
ASSOCIATES,INC

We do not walk on water,

but we can usually turn

rejections into commissions.

321 Middle Country Road

P.0. Box 863

Smithtown, NY 11787

631-265-7456 * Fax: 631-265-7054
www.victorson.com

Donald V Victorson CLU, Chairman
Victorson Associates, Inc.
Established 1961

321 Middle Country Road
Smithtown, NY 11787

516 265-7456
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